
Supporting the NZSO



Every great orchestra needs 
an enthusiastic, interested 
and dedicated community of 
support behind it to succeed.  
It is with your help that 
we can ensure every New 
Zealander has access to the 
life-changing, indelible power 
of music. 

It is an incredibly special 
joy and responsibility for all 
NZSO musicians to share this 
transformative music with 
audiences throughout New 
Zealand, and we are deeply 
grateful for your generosity 
which strengthens all that we 
can do. As a supporter of the 
NZSO, you can be proud that 
your gift helps inspire young 
people towards classical 
music; provides some of the 

A note to our 
extended whānau 
of supporters from 
Gemma New NZSO 
Artistic Advisor & 
Principal Conductor

best professional development 
opportunities to Aotearoa’s 
most talented up and coming 
musicians; and brings world-
class artists such as pianist 
Daniil Trifonov and Joyce 
DiDonato to perform with the 
NZSO. With your support, 
we can commission talented 
New Zealand composers 
like Victoria Kelly to write 
a new Stabat Mater for our 
time, and we are able to 
perform incredible works for 
massive forces by composers 
like Mahler, Bruckner and 
Shostakovich of the highest 
quality.

A gift to The NZSO Foundation 
will help us deliver our artistic, 
education and community 
programmes with the greatest 

confidence possible. It is 
with your investment that we 
can perform at the highest 
artistic level possible, to 
create breath-taking musical 
experiences that can last 
a lifetime. We are grateful 
for a gift of any amount to 
underpin our work and thank 
you so much for believing 
in our orchestra and the 
transcendence of music. 
We value your support and 
friendship and can’t wait 
to share the power of your 
support in concert halls 
around the country.
 
Gemma New 
NZSO Artistic Advisor & 
Principal Advisor
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By being present in a concert hall, listening to an NZSO performance, 
we can experience and understand music through the emotions that it 
evokes in us, in a way that nothing else can. Exhilarating performances 
and unique interpretations by world-class musicians working in harmony 
with the conductor can provide an experience that will stay with us long 
after the final notes have been played. 

The language of symphonic music is communicated on many levels, 
through all our senses. As Leonard Bernstein said “Music can name the 
unnameable and communicate the unknowable”.

Its value is mysterious and wondrous. It is not capable of measurement 
by algorithm or scientific equation. That is why the NZSO is an essential 
part of our culture and our community.  

Dame Patsy Reddy GNZM QSO CVO 
Chair, The NZSO Foundation

From Dame Patsy Reddy, 
Chair NZSO Foundation
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My favourite whakatauki is 
He toi whakairo, he mana 
tangata. Where there is artistic 
excellence there is human 
dignity. This is what NZSO 
gives us. Let’s make sure 
future generations are able to 
experience this gift too.



The NZSO is focused on securing funding to support 
the core areas of our work. We are reliant on the good 
will of our philanthropic community to strengthen the 
reach and output of the orchestra.

The NZSO’s Four Fundraising Pillars
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Violinist Augustin Hadelich & Conductor 
Dima Slobodeniouk

Bequests 

A gift to the NZSO Foundation in your will 
contributes to the sustainable future of 
the orchestra. A gift made in minutes lasts 
beyond our lifetime.

Concerts & Tours 

A gift to help underpin the world-class 
concerts that you see and hear each season in 
concert halls around the country, supporting 
artists, new commissions, touring costs, and 
digital streaming of our artistic projects.

Storytime with Piripi Taylor Associate Conducting Fellow Enyah Talamaivao

Professional Development for the Next 
Generation

The NZSO National Youth Orchestra, Emerging 
Artists, NZSO Foundation Masterclasses, Todd 
Young Composers and Conducting Fellowship.

Community & Accessibility Initiatives 

Pre-concert talks, Schools’ Concerts, 
Tamariki and Relaxed Concerts, Story Time 
commissions, online classroom sessions with 
NZSO musicians, Creative Music Workshops 
delivered in Schools and Livestreams from the 
Michael Fowler Centre.
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Carleen Ebbs (Wellington)  
Individual Giving and 
Partnerships 

carleen.ebbs@nzso.co.nz  
022 188 0416

Chantal Woodfine (Auckland)  
Bequests, Trusts & Grants 
and Individual Giving  

chantal.woodfine@nzso.co.nz  
027 340 0640

Zac Johns (Auckland)  
NZSO Foundation Executive 
Individual Giving 

zac.johns@nzso.co.nz

Your NZSO Development Team

NZSO x TEEKS
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NZSO Sub-Principal Horn Alexander Hambleton

Mana Moana Open Doors

Meow Meow with the NZSO
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Our Musicians’ Chairs Programme 

NZSO Musician’s Chair Sponsors are our greatest ambassadors, with 
all proceeds raised through this programme directly underpinning our 
artistic programme. A gift from $5,000 unlocks the ability to partner 
with a musician for a unique philanthropic opportunity to come behind-
the-scenes and gain a deeper understanding of our art form and 
connection to our musicians.  

NZSO Associate Principal Flute Kirstin Eade & Chair Sponsor Gillian Clarke

7

Gifts in Memory
Consider making a dedication to a loved one by sponsoring a 
Musician’s Chair in the orchestra as an enduring way to keep 
their passion for artists and music alive at NZSO concerts.

To be able to give to 
something I both love and 
believe in is a privilege. 
I love music and in New 
Zealand we are so 
fortunate to have such 
a stable and world class 
symphony orchestra. It is 
something to be treasured 
and proud of.

And something I did not 
expect: Becoming a donor 
gives one a strong sense 
of connection with the 
orchestra; introducing 
you to new concepts, the 
musicians, the staff; it 
opens up the symphonic 
world in a new and 
wonderful way.

Gillian Clark 
Chair Sponsor for 
Associate Principal Flute 
Kirstin Eade
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Leave a Bequest to the NZSO Foundation

Music is healing, inspiring, uniting, and a crucial part of our social and cultural fabric. 
Leaving a gift to the NZSO in your will helps to ensure that the Orchestra will continue to 
thrive and beguile audiences for generations to come. 
 
Your bequest will make a difference and have a lasting impact on the success of the 
Orchestra’s future.  Gifts are invested in the NZSO Foundation Endowment Fund, 
generating income to provide ongoing support to the NZSO. Your gift will help the NZSO 
build on its mission of sharing inspiring musical experiences with all New Zealanders.

9

The Estate of Margaret Doucas enabled 
the purchase of a violin made by Johannes 
Theodorus Cuypers in 1770 which is played by 
Andrew Thomson, Section Principal Second 
Violin. Quality instrument procurement for 
the Orchestra is important and without the 
generous assistance of donors and supporters 
this would not be possible. 

From the moment I first played this violin I 
have absolutely loved it and we make a great 
team - I know all of its strengths and it does its 
best to cover my weaknesses! Purchasing this 
violin myself was out of reach for me and I’m so 
grateful to the NZSO Foundation and the Estate 
of Margaret Doucas for gifting the Orchestra 
such a beautiful instrument - not just for me 
to play but for future generations of NZSO 
violinists to love as well. 
 
NZSO Section Principal Second Violin  
Andrew Thomson

Your gift can be stated in your will or codicil. The following wording is suggested for 
leaving a gift to The NZSO Foundation: 
 
I give (insert here % of estate, the residue of my estate, or sum of money) to The New 
Zealand Symphony Orchestra Foundation, registered charity number CC24272, to be 
used for general purposes. A receipt given on behalf of The New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra Foundation will be a complete discharge to my executors for the gift.

If you would like advice, or have already made plans to leave a Bequest to the NZSO, we 
would love to hear from you. Email chantal.woodfine@nzso.co.nz 
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Concert Sponsorship

When you partner with the NZSO, you’re in 
great company. Align with an iconic national 
brand renowned for artistic excellence and 
position your business as a champion of the 
arts. We can assist with all aspects of your 
sponsorship including private entertaining and 
ticketing arrangements to create memorable 
networking and entertainment packages. 
We will ensure that you and your guests are 
treated to a world-class experience celebrating 
tradition and innovation in music.  

All packages are bespoke.

Special Projects

Get in touch to find out how you can align your 
gift with a specific aspect of our 2025 season 
such as:
 
•	 A young artist in the Emerging Artists 

Showcase
•	 Library costs for a work that means 

something special to you
•	 A new music commission (gifts from 

$2,500)
•	 Performances by leading international 

conductors and soloists
•	 Instrument maintenance and procurement

What Does Your Support Do?

$7,000

Covers the production costs of 
a livestream from the Michael 
Fowler Centre housed on 
NZSO+ and shared globally.

$5,000

Sponsors a Musician’s Chair in 
the NZSO, directly supporting 
NZSO concerts and touring 
activity.

$2,500

Packs the orchestra risers and 
instruments in and out of our 
venues and lights the stage for 
concerts

$1,500

Gives four young musicians 
the opportunity for 
masterclass coaching by a 
leading international artist.

$600

Sponsors a young musician 
in the NZSO National Youth 
Orchestra.

$250

Gives 25 children their first 
symphonic experience in 
one of our concert venues.
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NZSO Donor Engagement 
Programme

NZSO Artistic Advisor & Principal Conductor 
Gemma New
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Minuet $250 - $499 
Backstage Pass donor publication
Recognition on the NZSO website for your 
support

Sonata $500 - $999 
All features listed above
An invitation to an NZSO hospitality event in your 
hometown (predominantly offered in Wellington, 
Auckland and Christchurch)
An invitation to a behind-the-scenes rehearsal 
experience in Wellington or an acoustic rehearsal 
on tour when applicable
Recognition in printed publications where 
applicable 

Artist Circle $1,000 - $2,499 
All features listed above
A minimum of two invitations to an NZSO 
hospitality event per year (predominantly offered 
in Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch)
Invitations to multiple behind-the-scenes 
rehearsal experiences in Wellington featuring 
leading conductors and soloists 
 
Orchestra Circle $2,500 - $4,999 
All features listed above
Invitations to multiple NZSO Hospitality events 
per year (predominantly offered in Wellington, 
Auckland and Christchurch)

Virtuoso $5,000 
All features listed above
The opportunity to Partner with an NZSO 
Musician for a closer relationship with the NZSO
Inclusion in all NZSO hospitality and behind-
the-scenes events with greater opportunities to 
connect with NZSO musicians and visiting artists
Recognition alongside your sponsored NZSO 
musician

Maestro $10,000  
All features listed above
The opportunity to Partner with an NZSO Section 
Principal with solo responsibilities and greater 
visibility
Recognition as one of the NZSO’s foremost 
ambassadors alongside your section principal 
NZSO Musician



Thank you so much NZSO for the relaxed 
concert this morning. What a phenomenal 
experience to be with a group of people 
empowered to access and enjoy live music in 
whatever way they want to. I had tears in my 
eyes from the beginning to the end. To have 
my son be able to be himself, to see a young 
woman dancing and enjoying the music as she 
wished with no shame cast in her direction 
- Chris, Orchestra, organisers, to you all my 
appreciation for allowing classical music to be 
accessible and enjoyed xx

A parent who attended an NZSO Relaxed 
Concert

They say never to meet your hero, but I think 
spending time with Maestro Vengerov on the 
MFC stage that evening has left me a changed 
musician. I feel like I have been shown the route 
to best unlock my musical potential. His energy 
encouraged me to find my voice on the stage 
that day. 

A 2024 NZSO Foundation Masterclass 
participant

Thanks, this NYO week was 
one of the best weeks I have 
had this year and possibly in 
my whole life. Thank you for 
everything!

A 2024 NZSO National Youth 
Orchestra musician

From Our Community
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I’m very grateful for the opportunity for my 
disabled daughter to be able to access arts 
at this high level in such a supportive way. It 
was our second time to your relaxed concert 
and she was spellbound. I was actually a bit 
emotional listening to the beautiful music and 
seeing the wide-eyed smile and enchantment 
on her face. Such moments are rare in a very 
challenging world and so the value of your 
relaxed concerts is priceless.

A parent who attended an NZSO Relaxed 
Concert

They loved it and felt so lucky to be able to 
attend something like this. Very few had ever 
heard an orchestra and were blown away by 
the experience. The children who learn an 
instrument were excited to see their instrument 
on stage and those who don’t learn now want 
to.

A school teacher who attended a Schools’ 
Concert
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Cadenza Circle (Major Gifts)
Extraordinary gifts for rare
instruments of exceptional
quality and provenance.
FOUNDING BENEFACTOR
Ainsley Walter
   1755 G.B. Guadagnini violin
   played by Vesa Matti-Leppänen
The NZSO Foundation
The Diessl Family
   c.1690 Gioffredo cappa violin

Fortissimo Circle
($25,000+)
FOUNDING MEMBER
Luke Pierson
Donald Best ONZM & Susan Best
The Diessl Family
Bill Falconer CNZM
Dame Bronwen Holdsworth^DNZM
Roger & Catherine Taylor
Anonymous (1)

Maestro Circle
($10,000+)
Verna Adam
Dame Margaret Bazley ONZ DNZM
Donald Best ONZM & Susan Best
Peter Biggs CNZM & Mary Biggs
Jason Boyes & Nickie Van Der Beek
Sir Roderick & Gillian, Lady Deane
The Fairhall Family
The FAME Trust
Fehl Charitable Trust
Chris Finlayson^
Sir David Gascoigne & Dame
   Patsy Reddy^GNZM QSO CVO
The Gibbs Family
Richard & Peggy Greenfield
Tim Fulton & Anna Greenwood
Dr Hylton Le Grice CNZM, OBE &
   Ms Angela Lindsay
Peter Masfen CNZM &
   Joanna Masfen
Peter & Juliet Rowe
Michael Snowden
Alison Thomson
Anonymous (1)

Virtuoso Circle
($5,000+)
The Brandt Family
Marie Brown MNZM &
   Brendan Brown
Ros & Philip Burdon
Gillian Clark & Matilda Goldie
Susie des Tombe
Diana Duff -Staniland
Dame Jenny Gibbs DNZM
Joy Gray & Robin Hilson
Brian & Sally Hasell
Holdsworth Charitable Trust
Kirsten Mason* &
   Samuel Chuffart
Deryk & Jan McNamara
Professor Jack C Richards
Heather Simpson
Gendie & Richard
   Sommerville-Ryan
Dame Adrienne Stewart
   DNZM, QSM
Nimrod Taylor
Judith Trotter CNZM
Freya Wang
Warwick & Linda Webb MNZM
Anonymous (3)

Orchestra Circle
($2,500+)
Ted & Ann Aspey
Mark Barrow
Philippa Bates
A.I. Boddy
Virginia Breen
Alison Buchanan &
   Eric Johnston
Noel Carroll
Ian Fraser & Suzanne Snively
Holborow Family Trust
Matthew & Deborah Malaghan
Sir Jim Mann
John & Helen Meehan
Music Futures
Alan & Luba Perry
Warren & Anne Plimmer
   Foundation 
Martin & Catherine Spencer
Dr Ian Town
Noel Vautier & Kerrin Vautier CMG
Barbara Wreford
Anonymous (1)

Artist Circle
($1,000+)
Odette Alleyne (née Outtrim)
   & Alan Evans
Jenny Ballantyne
Anita Banbury
Lisa Bates MNZM
Susan Batley & Rob Hole
Alan & Sandy Bulmer
Judith & Colin Calcinai
Margaret & the late Jim Collinge 
Alison Cook
Michiel During & Cathy Ferguson
John & Marilyn Errington
John Evans
Brian Foley
Catherine & Steven Fyfe
Mowbray Collectables
Michael & Creena Gibbons
Garry & Susan Gould
David & Sally Graham
David Grant OBE
Robin Henderson
Joanna Hickman
E Prof Les Holborow
David & Heather Hutton
Marion Kiddle
Geoff & Elizabeth Lee
Drs Iain & Helen Loan
Linda Macfarlane
Ann Mallinson
Diana Marsh & Francis Cooke
Claire McDonald
John & Elisa Mendzela
Bill Moran MNZM
Jenny Mountfort
Ian & Kim New 
Michael Nicholls
I. J. Northover 
Fay Pankhurst
Barbara Peddie
Ross & Judith Pottinger
Miles Rogers
Seaway Cleaning Services Ltd.
Peter & Kay Squires
Terence & Lara Stevens-Prior
Ken & Mary Thomson
Michael & Margaret Walls
Daphne & John Wardle
David Weatherburn &
   Maxine Dixon
Glenda West
Carla & John Wild

Thank you to our supporters
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(updated 04 Oct 2024) 
*current NZSO Staff and Musicians
^current NZSO Board and 
Foundation members

Tim Wilkinson &
   Lynette Murdoch
Nicola Williams MBA MNZM
Kirsty Wood
Ross Young
Anonymous (14) 
 
 
Sonata Donor 
($500+)
Eric Allan & Elizabeth Wright
Doug Arcus
Heather & Richard Armishaw
Warren & Margaret Austad
Lesley Ayers
Benita Barton
John Boscawen
Joy & Rue Bourke
Angela Caughey 
Florence De Ruiter & Ian Duncan
Allison & Victor Diem
Alison & Steven Dunlop
Tom & Kay Farrar 
Laurence Greig
Roger Gyles
Cliff Hart
Gary & Helena Hawke
David Jenkinson QSM
Mr M Judd & Dr Eileen Bass 
Crispin & Elizabeth Kay
Jacquie Kean & Justin Smith
Jane Kernohan
Judith Knibb
Dame Dawn Lamb
Martin & Anne Lawrence 
Bruce Rae & Margaret
   Mabbett
Dougal & Catherine McClean
Janet McFadden
Jeff & Marise McNeill
John Meads & Anne Marie
   Moorhead
Glenda & Peter Menzies
Doug & Adrienne Miller
Heather Miller
Shinji & Keiko Morimoto
Andre & Helene Muller
James Mutch Foundation
Robert & Helen Philpott
RGB Design & Print
Julia Risk
Warwick Slinn
Ross Steele^

Carol & Paul Stigley
Ms Claire Szabó^ &
   Mr Rowan Johnston
Jenny & Ian Thomas
Ruth Thomas
Andrew Townend
Nicola Varuhas
Peter & Kathryn Walls
Valerie Wenk
Barbara Wilson
Daniel^ & Kylie Wong
Anita Woods
David & the late Helen Zwartz
Anonymous (16) 
 
 
Minuet Donor
($250+)
Diane Ammann
Margaret Austin
Philippa Barker
Michael & Judith Bassett
Susanna Brow
Robert Carew
Colin Cheyne
Lorraine & Rick Christie
Sally Combly 
Len Cook 
Rowena Cullen & Paul Oliver 
Selena & Shamubeel Eaqub
Dick & Shirley Fernyhough
Jo Fothergill
Geert & Anneke Gelling
Sandra Greenfield
Judy Harvey
Ms Pat Hickson &
   Ms Josie Grace
Douglas G Higgins
Bernard & Angela Hill
Dr Kasia Hunt
Richard & Christine Irving
Morgan & Patricia Jones
Ms Irene Lau
Douglas & Brenda Leigh
Lorna Leonard
C & K Lloydd
Lorna Macann
Ann & Fergus McLean
Michael Morris
J Mylek
Dennis & Gwyneth Norman
Vonnie Nunns

Stephen Oldfield
David & Suzette Pearson
Dr Ann Pomeroy
John Reseigh
Felicity Richards
Janet Rochfort
Brigitte Schuette &
   John Davidson
Ken Sheldrick
Rory & Sue Sherlock
Adrian & Elizabeth Simcock 
Auke & Elizabeth Smaal
John & Judith Stratmore 
Kathleen Sturrock 
Vivien Ward 
Paula Warren
Nelson Wong
Anonymous (21)

16



Trusts & Foundations
Pub Charity Limited
Ministry for Ethnic Communities
Mary Fitzwilliam Award
Auckland Council
Four Winds Foundation
Aotearoa Gaming Trust
Dragon Community Trust
Pelorus Trust
Blue Sky Trust
The Lion Foundation
Lilburn Trust
New Zealand Community Trust
One Foundation
Walker and Hall Trust
Palmerston North City Council
Todd Trust
Deane Endowment Trust
Fehl Charitable Trust
Hugh Green Foundation
 

Endowed Funds
June Violet Commons Fund
Emma & Jack Griffin
Charitable Trust
Reeves Harris Orchestra Fund
Take Note Trust
 

Special Projects
The NZSO Stabat Mater Syndicate
Val and Charlotte Gibbs
Dame Jenny Gibbs DNZM
Kirsten Mason
Freya Wang
Anonymous (1)

Instrument Gift Circle
Margaret Doucas Estate:
1770 Johannes Theodorus
Cuypers Violin –
played by Andrew Thomson
 
Angela Lindsay:
Circa 1700s Guidantus Violin –
played by Anna van der Zee
 
Angela Lindsay:
1899 Chanot Violin –
played by Kristina Zelinska
 
June Commons:
1776 Giovani Lorentin Fecit Violin
 
Erica Schorrs:
1834 Gaglianus Violin –
for use by a member of the
NZSO National Youth Orchestra
 
Michael Snowden:
1966 Haynes Flute –
played by Bridget Douglas
The NZSO Foundation

Vincent Aspey Society
(Notified Legacies)
Viv & Duncan Bamfield 
Lisa Bates MNZM
Mary O’Brien
Eric Johnston &
   Alison Buchanan
Vivian Chisholm
Gillian Clark
Bryan Crawford
Murray Eggers
D J Foley
Hermann Grobler
Maggie Harris
Cliff Hart
Anna Marion
Caroline Sanson May
Shar Miles
Dr Lynnette Jones &
   Deborah Mills
Hilde Otley
Mr Robinson
Peter & Juliet Rowe
Anonymous (16)

Realised Legacies
(2007 to present)
Leslie Austin
Mrs Ursula Bayfield
Barbara Kathleen Bird
Susan Branch
Peter Brooks
Mary E Brown
Judith Clark
William Clayton
Frederick Coad
Jane Crosse
Dale Densem
Joan Dingley
Tony Haas & Tricia Donnelly
Margaret Doucas
A R Edmonds
Margaret Everton
Mary Fitzwilliam
Owen Gebbie
Valerie & Kelvin Grant
John Gould
Kathleen Hughes
Murray Ireland
Allan Silas Jenkins
William Johnstone
Gendie Jury
Marie Lockey
Peter Lorimer
Morag MacDonald
Ray Martin
Corinne Shirley Opie
Zita Outtrim
Anne Pengelly
Ailsa Salt
Erika Schorss
Keith L Stichbury
Monica Taylor
E Prof Ann Trotter ONZM
The FAME Trust
Lesley Wyatt
Peter Young
Anonymous (3)

Thank you to our supporters

Bequests and general gifts made in support 
of the NZSO are administrated by the NZSO 
Foundation and donations of more than $5 are 
eligible donations for tax purposes.
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The Brandt Family support NZSO Principal Piccolo Johanna Gruskin
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NZSO musicians Jessica Oddie and Gregory Squire



0800 479 674 extn 2   
fundraising@nzso.co.nz

facebook.com/newzealandsymphonyorchestra

tiktok.com/@nzsymphonyorchestra

nzso.co.nz

instagram.com/nzsymphonyorchestra 

nzso.co.nz/spotify

twitter.com/nzso


